
Justus Hartnack was professor of Philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Aarhus 1954 - 71. A series of annual lectures 
in his honour were inaugurated 2002. John McDowell 
and Onora O’Neill are among the former Hartnack 
lecturers. This year’s Hartnack lecturer is Professor of 
Philosophy Nancy Cartwright, University of Durham .

Presentation
A good policy decision requires a mix of considerations: Who ben-
FÞUT �8IP�TVžFST �8IP�QBZT �)PX�NVDI �8IBU�BSF�QPTTJCMF�HPPE�
TJEF�FžFDUT �#BE�POFT �8JMM�UIF�FžFDUT�MBTU �&UD��$FOUSBM�BNPOH�UIFTF�
BSF�JTTVFT�PG�FžFDUJWFOFTT�BOE�MFHJUJNBDZ��8JMM�UIF�QPMJDZ�BDIJFWF�UIF�
EFTJSFE�FOET �"OE�JT�JU�NPSBMMZ�QPMJUJDBMMZ�DVMUVSBMMZ�BDDFQUBCMF �'FX�
policies will be all to the good for all concerned; few have only a moral 
upside and no moral downside. So it is inevitable that a balance be 
struck. In particular it can be perfectly acceptable to adopt a policy 
that is morally questionable or that has morally negative aspects if we 
can be sure it will achieve good ends, so long as the balance is reason-
able and we operate within a range of what is at least morally permis-
sible. My concern is that we often get this balance wrong because we 
BSF�PWFSDPOÞEFOU�JO�PVS�QSFEJDUJPOT�BCPVU�XIBU�PVS�SFTVMUT�XJMM�CF��8F�
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objectivity and causality. I will illustrate the dangers with examples, 
especially from child welfare policy. DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND SOCIETY                               
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Nancy Cartwright is Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Dur-
ham and at the University of California, 
San Diego. She is past President of the 
Philosophy of Science Association and 
the American Philosophical Association.


