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Abstract: Alexandria was often praised by travelers from the past for its impressive fortifications. Nowadays, only few

remnants exist of the former urban defense system, the city walls, forts and watchtowers having almost entirely been
demolished in the late 19th century by the rapidly expanding modern city.

As a coastal border town, medieval Alexandria was constantly a target for enemy invasions, thus the various Islamic
rulers kept renovating and modernizing the fortifications. After the disastrous raid of Alexandria by the Cypriots in 1365,
the Mamluk sultans repaired the damages and established new strongholds. In 1477, the entrance to the Eastern
harbor was secured by a new majestic fortress, constructed on the ruins of the ancient lighthouse.

After the conquest of Mamluk Egypt by the Ottomans in 1516, Alexandria was located within the territory dominated
by the Sublime Porte and therefore less exposed to seaborne attacks. The citizens started to settle outside the city walls

between the two harbors and abandoned the old town /intra muros. Nevertheless, the Ottoman governors preserved
the urbon fortlflcotlons and odded new forts in the horbor zone
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Præsentationsnoter
Aarhus Universitet står stærkt på kvalitet og arbejder med fire kerneaktiviteter, der alle peger mod det samme mål – at skabe viden, der gavner samfundet.

Nøgleordene er:
Fremragende forskning af højeste kvalitet.
Forskningsbaseret uddannelse. 
Samarbejde med omverdenen – både med offentlige instanser, civilsamfundet, det private erhvervsliv og myndigheder i form af forskningsbaseret rådgivning (DCA, DCE, Retsmedicin m.fl.).
Stærke talentprogrammer, der skal fremme forskningen.
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